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ABOUT SCREEN DOOR REVIEW 
 

Based out of Birmingham, AL, Screen Door Review is a triannual online literary magazine 

that publishes poetry and flash fiction authored by individuals belonging to the southern 

queer (lgbtq+) community of the United States. The purpose of the magazine is to provide a 

platform of expression to those whose identities—at least in part—derive from the 

complicated relationship between queer person and place–specifically, queer person and the 

South. Through publication, we aim to, not only express, but also validate and give value to 

these voices, which are oftentimes overlooked, undermined, condemned, or silenced. 
 

CURRENT EDITORS: 

 

ALESHA DAWSON 

 

Alesha Dawson prefers chilly weather and smoky whiskey, and is arguably a better writer 

when both of those are involved. She holds English degrees from the University of 

Montevallo and the University of Edinburgh. Currently, she is happily settled in 

Birmingham, Alabama where she teaches high school English and lives with her partner 

and three cats. Alesha is the founding editor of Screen Door Review. 

 

RACHEL NIX 

 

Rachel Nix was raised and remains in Northwest Alabama, where pine trees outnumber 

people rather nicely. She’s been nominated for Best New Poets and has had her work 

appear in L’Éphémère Review, Occulum, Pidgeonholes, and Up the Staircase Quarterly, 

among other venues. Along with her role at Screen Door Review, Rachel also serves as 

Poetry Editor at cahoodaloodaling, Associate Editor for Hobo Camp Review, and edited 

the international anthology, America Is Not the World. She can be followed at 

@rachelnix_poet on Twitter. 

 

EMMA BOLDEN 

 

Emma Bolden’s mission in life is to prove that “aces wild” isn’t just for poker games. She 

is the author of House Is an Enigma (Southeast Missouri State University 

Press), medi(t)ations (Noctuary Press), Maleficae (GenPop Books), and four chapbooks. 

The recipient of fellowships from the National Endowment for the Arts and the Alabama 

State Council on the Arts, her work has appeared in The Norton Introduction to Literature, 

The Best American Poetry, and such journals as the Mississippi Review, The Rumpus, 

StoryQuarterly, Prairie Schooner, New Madrid, TriQuarterly, Shenandoah, and 

the Greensboro Review. She lives in Alabaster, Alabama with an impressive collection 

of Star Wars toys. 
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“STOMACH ACHE”  BY CHASE ESSARY 

  

 
Chase is a queer artist from Alabama working mostly in oil paints. He is heading into his last semester at 

spring hill college where he’s pursuing a bachelor’s degree in studio art. His work tends to focus on his 

perspective as a gay man, with influences of drag and mental illness. Art allows him to express the things that 

he struggles to translate through words alone, as well as be unapologetically queer. 
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ELIZABETH BISHOP SWIPES RIGHT  BY JULIA MCCONNELL 
after Elizabeth Bishop’s “Arrival at Santos”  
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TENNESSEE WILLIAMS SPEAKS TO JOE EXOTIC ABOUT THE SOUTHERN GOTHIC   

 BY JULIA MCCONNELL 
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ELIZABETH BISHOP SWIPES RIGHT  BY JULIA MCCONNELL 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Julia McConnell is a lesbian poet and a librarian. Her chapbook, Against the Blue, was published by 
Finishing Line Press in 2016. Her work has appeared in SWWIM Every Day, Lavender Review, 
MockingHeart Review, THIS LAND, All Roads Will Lead You Home, and many anthologies. Originally 
from Oklahoma, Julia lives in Seattle with her Jack Russell Terrier, Molly Marlova Magdalena 
McConnell. 
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MENAGERIE  BY COURTNEY LEBLANC 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Courtney LeBlanc is the author of Beautiful & Full of Monsters (Vegetarian Alcoholic Press), 
chapbooks All in the Family (Bottlecap Press) and The Violence Within (Flutter Press). She has her 
MBA from University of Baltimore and her MFA from Queens University of Charlotte. She loves nail 
polish, tattoos, and a soy latte each morning. Read her publications on her blog: www.wordperv.com. 
Follow her on twitter: @wordperv, and IG: @wordperv79. 
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FIREWOOD BY MATTHEW CRUMP 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Matthew Crump is a creative writer and a first-generation graduate of the University of North 
Carolina at Asheville. Their writing and work in film aims to capture the stories of queer southerners. 
They currently live in Philadelphia, PA alongside the other wildflowers they've picked along the way. 
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NEW EVE BY ELISE FORSLUND 
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THE WEDDING BY ELISE FORSLUND 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Elise Forslund (she/they) is a non-binary poet from Atlanta, Georgia. They use poetry as a means of 
artistic expression and catharsis and take a lot of inspiration from the confessional poetry tradition. 
You can find Elise on twitter @elise_forslund. 
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XVI: THE TOWER BY ELISHEVA FOX 
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XX: JUDGEMENT BY ELISHEVA FOX 
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LOBLOLLY BY ELISHEVA FOX 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Elisheva Fox’s poetry has appeared in Berru - a publication by the Jewish Book Council - Dark Moon 
Lilith Magazine, Touchstone Literary Magazine, and Allegory Ridge’s poetry anthology, Aurora. She 
braids her late-blooming queerness, Texan sensibilities, motherhood, and faith into poetry. Some of 
her other pieces can be found on Instagram @elisheva.fox. 
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FIRE-EATERS BY CORI RUPE 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
Cori Rupe is a lesbian writer from the Appalachian foothills in Virginia. She graduated from Hollins 
University in Roanoke, VA and now lives in metro Atlanta. She is reminded on a daily basis that she is 
considered a Yankee here. It makes her mad. 
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WHAT MY FATHER TAUGHT ME BY JOHN COLE 
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John Cole grew up gay on a tobacco farm in the rural bluegrass before the word had reached 
Kentucky. His mother regularly read poems to him growing up, of others and of her own making, so 
that poetry was as much part of the vibrancy of his being as the tilled earth and rituals of the seasons. 
Although he suffered in the small-town schoolyard from bullies, on the farm he dwelt in a kind, fertile, 
magical realm of boundless surprise and undying mystery. Poetry grew in him as if planted there by 
nature itself. It's as southern as burley. 
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INTERCESSORY LETTER BY ASHLEY CROUT 
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BEFORE THE EULOGY BY ASHLEY CROUT 
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OCEAN STATIC BY ASHLEY CROUT 
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INSOMNIAC PAST THE WITCHING HOUR BY ASHLEY CROUT 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ashley Crout was born in Charleston, SC, and graduated from Bard College and the MFA program at 
Hunter College. She is the recipient of a poetry grant from The Astraea Foundation and has received 
awards from The Academy of American Poets and the Poetry Foundation. Her work has been 
published in Sojourner, New Orleans Review, Atticus Review and Dodging the Rain, among others. She 
lives in Greenville, SC, with her hound, Stella. 
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GENDERED ETYMOLOGY BY ANNA ZWADE 
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MIDSUMMER APPARATUS BY ANNA ZWADE 
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Anna Zwade is a queer poet based in Virginia. She earned her degree from Virginia Commonwealth 
University with an academic focus on female autonomy within early modern literature. Being born and 
raised in Maui, Hawai‘i, Anna’s work tends to blend island roots with southern living. You can find 
more of her work at annazwade.com. 

http://annazwade.com/


 

   28 

COUNTY LINES BY GRAY CAMPBELL 
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A Georgia native, Gray Campbell has published drama in Phantom Drift, and an illustrated poem with 
the artist Julian Witts in Redivider. He works as an adjunct professor at Baruch College and St. John’s 
University. He is currently working on art/text hybrids about poverty and plague.  
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CLIMBING BY KATHERINE FALLON 
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NEWFOUND BY KATHERINE FALLON 
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DEEP FREEZE BY KATHERINE FALLON 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Katherine Fallon is the author of The Toothmaker's Daughters (Finishing Line Press, 2018) and 
DEMOTED PLANET (Headmistress Press, 2021). She is Lead Poetry Editor at MAYDAY Magazine and 
reads for [PANK]. Her poems have appeared in AGNI, Colorado Review, Juked, Meridian, Foundry, and 
Best New Poets 2019 among others. She shares domestic space with two cats and her favorite human, 
who helps her zip her dresses. 
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ON THE LAST DAY OF THE YEAR, WE BUY BEERS BY IGGY SHULER 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



 

   34 

LETTER FROM DEEP IN JANUARY BY IGGY SHULER 
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Iggy Shuler is a poet and communist currently based out of North Carolina. Their work has been 
featured or is forthcoming in Prairie Schooner, Cutbank, Painted Bride Quarterly, and elsewhere.  
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IX [IN THE AFTERNOON] BY TYLER FRIEND 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tyler Friend is an apricot/human hybrid grown in Tennessee. Their chapbook Ampersonate is available from 

Choose the Sword Press, and their poems have appeared in Tin House, Hobart, and the window of a bar 

called Charlie O’s. They can be found online at tylerfriend.ink. 
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MY FAVORITE SONG YOU’VE NEVER HEARD BY ADRIAN SILBERNAGEL 
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WE DIG FOR GOD BY ADRIAN SILBERNAGEL 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
Adrian Silbernagel is a queer + transgender + recovering poet, educator, and activist who lives in 
Louisville, KY. Adrian has two books of poetry: 'Transitional Object', which was published with The 
Operating System, and 'Late Style', which is forthcoming with Nanny Goat Press. Adrian is also a 
blogger and trans-inclusivity training facilitator at Louisville-based nonprofit, QueerKentucky. He 
manages a coffee shop as his day job. 
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A CADENCE OF SEASONS, LIKE, MUSIC BY ERIKA HODGES 
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COLUMBIA  BY ERIKA HODGES
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DISCO BY ERIKA HODGES

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Erika Hodges is a gender expansive poet and performance artist living and breathing somewhere 
between Brooklyn and Boulder. They received their MFA from Pratt Institute where they were named 
the Leslie Scalapino Scholar. Their work can be found at Flag + Void, CALYX, The Adirondack Review, & 
The Poetry Project among others. They are a 2021 Can Serrat residency fellow as well as a Brooklyn 
Poets Fellow. Erika works as a poet's assistant, editor, and archivist. They will be pursuing their JD 
next fall, where they hope to continue the work of shaping language that can move us toward 
liberation. 
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ALABAMA SEX EDUCATION LAW BY RAYE HENDRIX 
 

“Below are a series of palimpsests and erasures. The erasures seek to draw out the truth behind the words of the law, while 

the palimpsests hinge on the words “in” and “of,” referencing that Southern church phrase that says Christians are to be in the 

world, but not be of it. The phrase carries an ironic duality with it for queer people in the religious Deep South–we are in that 

world, but not of it.”  
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Raye Hendrix (she/they) is a bisexual writer from Alabama. Her debut micro-chapbook, Fire Sermons, 
is due out this Summer from Ghost City Press. Raye is the winner of the 2019 Keene Prize for 
Literature and Southern Indiana Review’s 2018 Patricia Aakhus Award. Her work has been featured 
on Poetry Daily and in 32 Poems, Shenandoah, Cimarron Review, Poetry Northwest, Zone 3, and 
elsewhere. She holds degrees from Auburn University and an MFA from the University of Texas at 
Austin, and is currently a PhD student at the University of Oregon studying Deafness, Disability, and 
Poetry. You can find more of her work at rayehendrix.com. 

http://rayehendrix.com/

